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"Salute ToDiversity" Promotes Cultural Sharing And Appreciation
ByShariffA.Ali
Entertainment Editor
On December 4, the York College
Multicultural Club presented a program
called "A Salute To Diversity." The show
was designed to bring various cultures together and gain a better understanding and
appreciation of each others customs.
"I hope this [program] will lay a foundation of working together in the school to
build some sort of morale and make groups
come together," said Jamal Baksh, President
of the Multicultural Club.
Dr. Jacqueline Ray, Dean of Students,
also had high hopes for the program. "I am
extremely excited and exhilarated," she
added. "This celebration is a gift that the
students, faculty, staff, and the community
have come together to celebrate, and a wonderful way to start the holiday season."
The program began with greetings from
hostess Pamela Rajkumar, from the York
College Women's Club.
Then the vocal group, Inspirations,
which consists of students Karla and Kiesha
Williams and Andrea Cannedy, sang the
National Anthem to a thunderous applause.
"I feel that this event could not have happened at a better time," said Karla
"This event is very positive, being that
there is so much negativity in the world today," added Cannedy.
The formal welcome came from Dean
Ray, who was happy to be a part of the
evening's festivities. She expressed her
thanks, as well as the warm wishes of Presi-

Jamal Baksh, President of the Multicultural Club, joins Stacie Caven, YSG
President, welcomes audience to "A Salute To Diversity."
dent Josephine Davis.
YSG President Stacie Caven acknowledged the efforts of Jamal Baksh. "Jamal
did everything," she said. "All I had to do
was give him the money."
Afterward, Caven presented Baksh with
a plaque on behalf of YSG and the student
body for his efforts in creating the ceremony. In accepting the plaque, Jamal
said, "Multiculturalism is not a theme. It is
a way of life."
Caven was followed by Professor Peter
Wengert of the Political Science department, and the Reverend Marilyn Crown of
the Campus Ministry, who revealed the
Multicultural Banner of Unity.
"This banner will strengthen and enrich

the (York) College community through diversity," said Wengert.
Reverend Crown defined the significance
of the banner and what it represented.
"This banner symbolizes unity and
love...and advances the cause of justice and
peace at York College and the world," said
Crown.
The banner, which will permanently be
seen in the York College atrium, was created
by Jamal Baksh's father, Mr. Raheem Baksh.
It features over 50 flags from around the
world.
The entertainment portion began with a
re-enactment of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s
"I Have A Dream" speech by Mr. Scott
Wilborne.

Davis, Robert Hudson, and Stacie Caven
of Student Government, and Janet Lewis
and Beatrice Mills of the AAS. They made
a concerted effort to reach a compromise
on Dunfee's decision to close early.
Dunfee felt that students, faculty, and
staff members' safety were in jeopardy for
as long as he kept everyone at the school.
Outside, the squall had disabled most of the
transportation systems and closed off the
majority of roadways into, and out of, the
area. Security guards, stuck at home or out
in the storm, called in to say they wouldn't
be in to work.
"The school is closing for the safety of
the students, staff, and faculty of York College," said Capt. Steve Barrera, of York's
security team. "Much of our relief security can't come because transportation is
blocked off. The buses that travel over the
bridges are stopped."
With only a skeleton security force, and
no idea how much more severe the storm
would get, Dunfee was certain that closing
the school was the right move. However,
the small army of students who marched
into Dunfee's office had a different perspective on the situation.

"You've got people that live in Long Island and Manhattan," said Cheryl Ebbes, a
freshman. "How arc people going to get
home?"
This question was echoed by most of
those students present. Many of the students
were especially anxious for the Kwanzaa
celebration to continue as planned.
"As long as the students are here,
Kwanzaa should resume," stated Franceska
Herring, also a freshman.
At 3:10pm, the meeting was over and a
compromise had been made. Students, faculty, and staff in the Academic Core building, that had no way of getting home at the
time could stay. The Feast, a major component of the Kwanzaa celebration, would be
allowed to continue in the cafeteria. All other
activities were canceled, and no one would
be admitted into the building from the outside.
By 3:30pm, the college had been cleared
except for over a hundred people still in the
Academic core. Most of the remaining
people were forced to stay as they tried to
wait the storm out. But quite a few stragglers remained behind just to partake of the
Continued on page 6.

This was followed by the conservative
organization called "United to Serve
America." Mr. Jerry Parks, the speaker on
behalf of this group, presented a slide show
and discussion on the problems in the home
and the restructuring of family values.
"This show was used to strengthen the
family unit and present the social and spiritual problems that mankind faces today,"
said Parks. "This (program) promotes the
unity of all races for we are all God's children, regardless of race, creed, or color."
The audience responded very positively
to Mr. Parks presentation. They then walked
over to the various buffet tables that consisted of Lasagna, filet chicken, meatballs,
and vegetables.
When the "USA" people left, the program switched into high gear with two poetic readings from G.A. Watkins. His first
poem, A Tribute To Bob Marley, the late
reggae superstar, was an original piece written by Watkins. A longtime admirer of
Marley's, the poet brought out the message
of Black liberation, the knowledge of culture and roots.
His second poem, also an original piece,
was called The Originality. It was a powerful poem that discussed the origins of the
Black race and mankind as well. As Watkins
simply puts it, "Black is the originality."
The poetry was followed by musical seContinued on page 6.

INSIDE
KWANZAA - Another Victim Of The Storm

By Baraka Dorsey and Janelle Rollins
Reporters

Where were you when the storm hit? On
December 11, Mother Nature held students
hostage inside York, while she tried to
drown the city outside.
As the elements battered the surrounding area, some students attended class, and
others patronized the multitude of vendors
in the Atrium. It seemed to be business as
usual at York. Everything inside was relatively normal — until 2:30pm.
At 2:30pm, as the African-American
Studies Club (AAS) and Student Government prepared themselves for their
Kwanzaa Celebration to be held later in the
day, word got out that Vice-President Richard Dunfee was closing the school at 3pm.
All classes and activities, including the
Kwanzaa Celebration, would be canceled
and the entire York community (except for
security) would have to leave.
By 2:45pm, over two dozen students
were on their way to Dunfee's office. Inside his office, Dunfee met with Dean of
Students Jacqueline Ray, Director of Student Activities Kieron Sharpe, Frances
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Vncertm Futm OfCMSystem
By Christopher Chaney
Editor-in- Chief
Recent reports have been published
concerning Chancellor W. Ann Reynolds
proposed Academic Plan to restructure
C.U.N. Y. The report has triggered a broad
range of questions which at this time have
to stay unanswered.
The report was first issued to the University presidents and appeared publicly
only two weeks ago. It took a personal
voyage through the "Storm with No
Name" to retrieve the 160-page report in
order to provide some information to the
student body. Unfortunately, there wasn't
enough time to thoroughly review the report for this issue.
The information that can be provided
now is that the report makes recommendations concerning CUNY-wide academic
programs. The suggestions concern consolidation, suspension and the enhancement of programs. "University-wide collaboration is proposed."
The report gives a detailed suggestion
of academic programs for every CUNY
campus. Throughout the report it is
stressed that these recommendations

Dear Editor:

\n Eom

The York College Student Government
was formerly a body of students notorious
for complacency. Starting today, that is a
thing of the past.
We have taken steps to remove certain
individuals within our organization who
have hindered our progress through their
own lack of participation.
We have requested Senators with poor
attendance records to resign their positions
in Student Government effective immediately. The constitution clearly states that if
a Senator has missed three consecutive
meetings without a valid reason they are
subject to impeachment. Lack of response
will result in the immediate filing of charges
for impeachment.
Those Senators who have conveniently
found it in themselves to attend the third
meeting, yet have not proved to be active
participants in Student Government, shall
also be invited to resign.
This is our gift to the students of York.
We are putting into practice the words we
preach so often.
At this time, I would like to extend my
wishes for a happy holiday and a blessed
new year to the entire student body of York
College.
Respectfully,

Frances "Frankee" Davis
Vice President,(Evening)
Student Government

should be weighed by the college community of the individual campuses in conjunction with the mission of that school.
It is was also stressed by Dr. Susan A.
Cole, committee director, that these are
only suggestions that may not work on all
campuses.
The theme of the report is that CUNY
will be strengthened by consolidating programs. Decisions were made on the basis
of program enrollment and the number of
degrees provided in certain disciplines per
campus. This information guided the
committee to suggest whether more resources should be directed towards a particular program or redirected entirely.
Presently, York's B.A. program in German is slated to be consolidated, phased
out or suspended.
An in-depth article on the report will
be provided in our February issue. Present
questions and comments concerning the
report should be directed towards the
CUNY Vice-Chancellor for Academic
Affairs who will be facilitating cross-campus discussions. He can be contacted at
CUNY Central located at 80th Street and
York Avenue in midtown Manhattan,
(212)794-5555.

Dear Editor:

Dear Editor:

I think that our campus security guards
should be applauded for their efforts to keep
the York college community safe on December 11.
Although they were undermanned, they
did the best they could to guarantee the wellbeing of all those who were stuck at York
because of the storm.
It is not often enough that we take the
time to recognize the men and women who
try to look out for us all day and night.
Sometimes we forget that they are just
doing their jobs when we feel they are inconveniencing us by enforcing the rules.
These rules, by the way, are there to protect
us.
They have a thankless job. Now, they
have my thanks.

Outside of York College, one of the most
devastating storms in New York's history
relentlessly pummeled the city. Trees were
uprooted and replanted onto the tops of garages, subway trains and cars on the highway became a new fleet of submarines, and
homes with ocean views swam off with the
tide. The city was definitely floating apart
at its seams.
Yet, inside of York, seven student leaders and one dean of students sat at a round
table in the cafeteria discussing how they
could best help the student body.
"The Leaders" had often opposed each
Continued on page 7.

Dear Editor:

Dear Editor:

York College is the only CUNY college,
where the education courses are closed to
non-Education majors. This seems to me
to be some kind of selected discrimination.
If a student wants to take an education
course, that student must first get the OK
from the Education Department head. If that
student is like me, who is only in the school
for short periods of time, or who simply
does not have the time to set up and keep
the appointment with the department, that
student is doomed.
New York City, and indeed, this country has a teacher shortage. Many of the professionals are leaving teaching to venture
into private industry—"mo' money! mo'
money! mo' money T Students with some
college, and a certain number of education
credits, can get a job as a teacher, an assistant teacher, an instructor, or a tutor at, for
example, one of those evening or vocational
schools.
Landing such a teaching job would give
students some extra pocket money. Once
that student enters the job market with work
experience in their particular field, their
starting salary is much higher than if they
started without any experience. York Education Department is aware of this, but
seems to be discouraging students from pursuing such ambitions. Why?
Well, I could only speculate. I wish the
appropriate person or Department would do
the necessary investigations and publish

I am truly concerned over the state of
mind of inner city Black youths. The vile
and self-destructive behavior displayed by
some Black youths disappoints me deeply.
For the reader, I am sure this is nothing new.
As an African-American male from a bad
neighborhood, negative behavior, in my
opinion, is normal. But where does it end?
It's a shame I had to witness this same
negative behavior at a viewing of Malcolm
X, Spike Lee's new Bio-epic. As I sat in
the crowded theater with a majority Black
audience, I listened to and watched not only
the film, but my surroundings.
To my surprise, I observed two young
Black couples in front of me smoking cigarettes, consuming alcohol, and laughing
obnoxiously. One of these individuals even
tossed his lit cigarette at the movie screen.
I could not understand why people who
paid $7 to watch such a positive and powerful Black movie could act so negative and
foolish.
Last month, a friend and I went to see
Sarafina!, a film about South African apartheid. It showed the struggle against violence
as visualized from a South African's point
of view.
These people — no, our people — were
chased, beaten, tortured, shot and murdered
in the film. It was similar to today's South
African situation, and similar to what happens often in America.
The movie featured some music and AfContinued on page 7.
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NewMajor In Communications Prepares Students For 21st Century
By Alexander White
Reporter
Dr. Che Huang, Chairman of the Educational Technology and Academic Computing department, recently submitted a Letter
of Intent for a proposed new major in Communications Technology. This program is
designed to prepare York College students
for careers in the expanding field of communications. The course requirements are
rigorous and encompass several disciplines.
The Letter of Intent, along with two instrumental courses in the package, were submitted to the curriculum committee where
it passed unanimously. The package was
then sent to the College Senate. It still a has
a long way to go before it becomes a realized major, but for Dr. Huang the culmination of years of work appears to be just
around the corner.
"I've had this idea, actually, for over ten
years," said Huang. "All along I saw this as
an area that our college needs. And nationally, this is an area that is really emerging
because of the advances in technology."
Students who enroll in the course will be
trained in the applications of video production, interactive-video, digital graphics,

electronic imaging, computer-aided design
and publishing technologies.
This technical training will be combined
with a strong regime of liberal arts courses.
There will be a heavy emphasis on writing,
journalism, and speech skills. In all, the program can turn out students that can be a
valuable asset to numerous industries. The
proposed major is at least a four year program—more depending on the basic skills
requirements of each particular student—
towards a Bachelors of Science degree.
To enter, and remain, in the proposed
major students will be required to maintain
a minimum 2.5 GPA. Along with the strong
liberal arts skills, students will be expected
to become knowledgeable in the technical
components of the major.
"We really want quality students," admits Huang. "I believe we will also attract
top high school grads and transfer students
from other schools."
In light of the hostile fiscal conditions,
Dr. Huang has managed to acquire grant
money to implement the major without any
direct cost to the college.
However, many of the technical facilities needed already exist at York. For example, the college's $500,000 production

studio, the micro-computer lab, the computer graphic lab, and existing electives in
Speech, Fine Arts, English and Academic
Computing will be drawn together to help
form the major.
"The Communication Technology major exemplifies the union of liberal arts and
technical arts at York College," said Dr.
Howard Ruttenberg of the Philosophy Department.
The Title III grant, a provision in the
Higher Education Act that provides low-income institutions with financial assistance
to engage in long-range planning, will be
used to purchase other equipment and to
fund two new faculty lines needed to initiate the program.
Dr. Huang is painfully aware of the difficulties in starting a new program at a time
when CUNY can barely support the faculty
it has. But he is very proud that an important program for our college can be introduced at this time.
"That's why we asked [the federal government] for the seed money to get this program off the ground," states Huang. "I think
its very rewarding to know that we are able
to initiate such a program in this time of
such difficult fiscal constraints."

Dr. Huang is pleased to see his plan for a
Communication Technology major on the
verge of fruition. But he is quick to mention that the major is not official. It has to
go through many levels for approval.
"I am very confident that we will get this
new program here at the college," declared
Huang.
Following University procedure for proposed new majors, the proposal must now
be voted on by the College Senate. After
that it is reviewed by President Josephine
Davis.
The program, if approved by York, will
then be submitted to the CUNY central office at 80th Street. They will in turn send
copies of the program to the presidents of
other CUNY campuses. After the comments
of the sister schools are submitted, CUNY
central will send York College the report
with suggested improvements or recommendations.
York will respond to these comments and
send the proposal back to CUNY central.
CUNY then ships the complete package to
the Education Department of the State of
New York for final approval. If all goes
well, the procedure could be completed by
Fall 1994.

Peace Police Come ToYork Pandora's Poetry Corner
By Emile Hughes
Reporter

A contingent of peace officers will join
the York College security force at the beginning of the Fall, 1993 semester.
"The peace officers will not be used to
replace the existing security personnel," said
Winston Burrows, Director of Security.
"But they will function in a supervisory capacity."
The peace officers will become employees of the City University of New York at
an annual salary of $32,000. Current security personnel - rank and file — are employed via contract with commercial security firms.
In the spring of 1992, CUNY chancellor, W. Ann Reynolds outlined plans to replace the current security force with a group
of better-trained, and relatively well-paid,
security officers. This was a response to
apparent inadequacies in the security arrangements at some of the CUNY colleges.
The fatal stampede at a City College fundraising event earlier this year was cited as a
catalyst.
The plan drew harsh criticism from students at York College, who based their objections on the enormous costs - given the
financial crisis - and the potentially intimidating presence that armed guards could
have on students.
The controversy, which was reported in
the March issue of Pandora's Box, had students such as Christopher Diaz, YSG senator, in a position diametrically opposed to
that of York's Director of Security.
Burrows still favors the plan - particularly in light of the fact that it has been modified significantly. "Peace officers at this
college will not be armed, although the law
allows them to be," said Burrows. "Our

emphasis is on recruiting people who will
bring to the job good management skills
instead of a law-enforcement background."
Burrows added that although a highschool diploma is the minimum educational
requirement, applications are being received
from college graduates who possess bachelors and even masters degrees. On the question of the York College contingent, Burrows said it was too early to determine the
exact number needed. The security director
believes additional supervisors with "special skills" should considerably improve the
quality of security at the college.
But, after several months of debate, students at York College view the "peace officer" issue as merely a new twist to an older
problem. They argue that CUNY funds are
not properly allocated.
"The decision of CUNYadministration to
spend a tremendous amount of money to
hire security supervisors doesn't make sense
to me," said Diaz. "This decision could not
have been made at a worse time in view of
the potentially devastating cuts that the university is facing."

1992 Cultural Poetry Winner
Christmas Carol

An Adventure in the Park

By Renata D. Jablonska

By Renata D. Jablonska

"Silent night
Holy night"

came to - the park

Once

she

(the only free
place for Resurrection)
through dazzling
lights
of thousands
Christmas
windows
(somehow broken)

and she started
crying
looking at the
sun

comes
melody of
forgotten
faces - and

Every

body

thought
it

was

a

miracle
dances

Merry Christinas
And
Happy NewYear

only
with
resuscitated
promises

she was still
blind.

in the world
enchanted by
happiness
(even for only one night)
-learn how to forgive

God

knew
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Head Start Program Teaches Much More Than A-B-Cs
By Fritz Mesadieu
Reporter
The students at York College haven't
fully utilized the services of the Head Start
program. Only 55 students with children
participated in the program located in the C
building directly across from the Academic
Core.
The Head Start program offers educational services to pre-school children from
the ages of three to five. The program has
been a success nationally for the past 25
years.
"Everybody looks at the program as the
model for education of pre-school children,"
said Mrs. Anne Campbell, Director of the
Head Start program at York.
As a comprehensive pre-school education
program, parents of children enrolled are
involved in all aspects of the program. Parents make policy, implement policy, discuss
and design the curriculum in conjunction
with staff and are actively involved in the

social activism of services that affect their
lives daily. They are called "The Delegate
Agency Policy Committee."
Parent involvement is one of the first components of the program. It provides a
planned program of experiences and activities which support and enhance the parental role as the principal influence in their
child's education and development.
"The Head Start program is really the kind
of program that children need across the
U.S," said Adelaide Baptista, a parent from
the community. " It's really marvelous!"
At present, the Campus Child-Care Children
at York College are served from 7:30 am to 8:00
pm. All community children served are enrolled
on a double session basis.
"The Head Start program brings a greater
degree of social competence to children,"
said Marjorie Desse, student at York College. " It's also very convenient for students.
Student- parents are encouraged to further
their education."
Head Start was founded on the premise

that all children share certain needs. And
that children of low-income families, in particular, can benefit from a comprehensive
developmental program to meet those
needs.
The Head Start program approach is
based on the philosophy that: "A child can
benefit most from a comprehensive interdisciplinary program to foster development and
remedy problems as expressed in a broad
range of service."
National Head Start Federal Guidelines
gives the sponsors space, utilities and support services. All other programmatic and
fiscal services are sponsored by the delegate
agency Sponsoring Board via the Agency
For Child Development, the City of New
York.
"It's a very helpful program," said
Sharon Washington, student-parent at York
College. "It extends my study time, and 1
don't have to pay any fees."
Career development at South Jamaica
Head Start is one of the agency's high pri-

orities. At present there are twenty alumni
parents out of a total thirty employees. They
take part in every area, including administration. The Head Start program encourages
parents and staff to better their lives through
additional education. This task is performed
through the work of the Center's Career Development Committee.
Venus Rowland, who has been a teacher
for nine years. She is a key member of the
program.
"I like what 1 am doing and I love the
kids," said Rowland.
The Head Start program's main objective
is to provide the children with varied experiences which will help them develop socially, intellectually, physically and emotionally, according to their age and stage of
development.
"We want to remain in the community
and serve the children of the community,"
said Campbell. "We want to be a program
with top credential and have people recognize us as such."

Poetry Transcends Language PioneerWomen"StormedOuf
By Amanda Taylor
Reporter
On December 4, York College hosted a
cultural poetry contest that included students
from several different nationalities and majors. At least 26 students were involved in
the contest, and each one recited a poem in
a foreign language.
This poetry contest gave students the
opportunity to discover the beauty of different languages through literature. The diversity of the cultures at York combined with
unique performances to make the event
plausible and special. Some of the languages that were spoken in the contest included Bengali, Portugese, Persian, and
Polish.
"It's about foreign languages being presented in poetry," said Dr. Lucienne
Serrano, organizer of the day's events. "We
have a lot of foreign students in York, and
it's important for them to speak their language and to stimulate the love of language
among students."
"I would like to introduce the Polish language to other people," said Renata
Jablonska, a Polish-born student who participated in the competition. "It is one of the
most beautiful languages in the world."
When the students read their poems, the
feelings carried over to their body language.
Although most people could not understand
the individual words, the emotional intensity of the poems helped to break down the
language barriers. They took the collection
of words and made it an art form—an experience.
The contest has been a tradition at York
College for many years. It is a contest that
is held annually by the Foreign Language
department.
"When I started working at York in 1974,
there already was a poetry contest," said
Serrano. "But every year we fluctuate. This
year we didn't have that many people. But
sometimes we could have had up to 200
people in the auditorium for the contest."

Dr. Serrano was responsible for the organization of the event. "I informed my students and faculty in the foreign language
department that a poetry contest was to be
held on such a date and to introduce poetry
to the class so students could choose a
poem," said Serrano.
Many individuals who entered the contest were students of the English as a Second Language program (ESL). This event
gave them the chance to speak in their own
dialect. They either recited some of their
own works or pieces from other authors.
Dolly Rattan, winner of the elementary
level of competition, recited a piece called
"Dejeuner Du Main" by Jaques Pervert in
French.
Renata Jablonska, winner of the advanced level of competition, presented an
original piece called "Moditwa," recited in
Polish her native tongue.
Each student was evaluated by three
judges — Dr. Mary Ann Beck, Dr. Helene
Klibb, and Ms. Yanick Morin. Each judge
rated the poems for fluency, a strong connection with the audience and the poetic
quality.
"They look for good communication between the reader and the audience and conveying some feelings from the way it's
read," said Serrano.
Besides the aforementioned winners,
their was intermediate level winner Thelma
Nelson, who recited an Italian piece. Other
advanced level winners included Reginald
Nelson and Antoine Ayso Bolouvi, who
both recited French pieces, and Mousakeel
Mohammed, who recited a Persian piece.
The poetry contest was another instance
where York College successfully capitalized
on the diverse cultures that make this institution special.

R. Bryant Hamilton
Reporter
On Friday, December 11 and Saturday,
December 12 the York College theater was
scheduled to have two performances of
"Pioneer Women," a one hour presentation
of stories, in their own words, about the
experiences of 19th century women from
different ethnic groups traveling west to
establish themselves.
The program was directed by Professor
Sara Schilling and was to be presented by
the Speech 260 class. But, due to one of the
worst storms to ever hit the city, the performances were canceled.
Many people, including cast members,
were disappointed by the cancellations. "I
was disappointed that the performance was
canceled because we put a lot of work into
it," said Lisa Freeman, a cast member. "It
was an opportunity lost."
Some people felt that the shows on Friday and Saturday should have gone on regardless of the weather. "I'm very disappointed about the cancellations, but because
of the weather it was the best thing to do,"
admitted Marcia Kelly, another member of
the cast.

The actors were ready to perform at 4
P.M. on Friday. But the decision to skip the
performance was made one hour before
show time by Vice President Richard
Dunfee.
On Saturday, December 12, Professors
Shilling and Barbara Nickolich canceled the
performance scheduled for 8 P.M. four
hours in advance.
"The performance could have gone on
since the cast was there, but we would have
played to an empty house," said Grace
Bazile, another cast member. "It would
have been more like a rehearsal."
The performances of "Pioneer Women"
might be rescheduled for February. It would
have to share the theater with a children's
play "A Time For Courage." This is a play
written by student Marcia Kelly that deals
with pride and coping with everyday life.
"I hope that we will be able to perform
in Black History month on February 7,
1993, along with Marcia Kelly's play." said
professor Schilling, the producer of "Pioneer Women."
Students who purchased tickets for "Pioneer Women" will be refunded in full from
the Bursar's Office.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Home Alone 2 -A Quite Familiar Package Of Success
ByShariffA.AH
Entertainment Editor
Sequel! Every film that makes a bundle
of money and becomes a "hit" demands a
sequel. Home Alone 2: Lost In New York
is the sequel to the $285 million original that
gained the support of millions of fans. It is
also a sequel that followed a formula for
success.
First, it gathered all of the original players who helped make the first film a success. Second, it didn't wait too long to burst
on the scene. Two to three years is enough
recovery time for a project that went from
the big screen to video to cable. By the time
the sequel appeared, Home Alone was fully
digested by the public. Finally, they didn't
change the winning formula of the original
hit.
This year movie watchers have been
bombarded with sequels—from the ludicrous (Alien 3) to the ridiculous (Batman
Returns) to the unnecessary (Honey, I
Blew Up The Kid). Fortunately, Home
Alone 2 sticks close to the same formula,
maybe too close.
The second chapter in the misadventures
of pre-teen hero Kevin McCallister
(Macaulay Caulkin) takes him from the
warm surroundings of the Chicago suburbs
to the cold reality of New York City.
In Home Alone 2, Kevin, this time, finally gets to the airport with his family, who
are all still reminiscing about last year's
Christmas experience (see Home Alone).
Unfortunately, mistaken identity comes

Kevin McCallister (Macaulay Caulkin) returns, and this time New York City
is his battlefield in Home Alone 2. Of course, he prevails.
into play when Kevin gets separated from
his family and boards the wrong plane to
New York. Meanwhile, his family is headed
towards Florida.
When Kevin realizes the mistake, he
takes full advantage of his situation. Using
his father's credit card and money in hand,
he sets himself up as his dad, and checks
into the Plaza hotel.
Meanwhile, Harry (Joe Pesci) and Marv
(Daniel Stern), otherwise known as the Wet
Bandits, have escaped from prison and head
straight to New York.
When the bandits run into Kevin, well
you pretty much know the rest. The film,

although very entertaining, plays more like
an extended version of a "Road Runner"
cartoon. The main characters seem to be
caught in a performing loop that forces them
to replay their Christmas experience over
and over again. Hopefully they act differently around Easter.
Director Chris Columbus and WriterProducer John Hughes did stay true to the
formula. However, it sometimes felt as if
you were sitting through an alternate version of the first film. But this version drags
in the beginning—unlike the fast pace of the
original. The first half of the movie is too
long. It was as if the other actors wanted to

say a few words before the movie focused
on Kevin.
In the second half, when the action
switches to New York, the movie really
begins to pick up steam.
Kevin's life is affected by an array of
locals that he meets in the city. The mysterious Pigeon Lady, played by Academy
Award winner Brenda Fricker, teaches
Kevin about friendship and responsibility.
The Plaza hotel staff included the concierge
(played by Tim Curry), the desk clerk
(played by Dana Ivey), and Saturday Night
Live's Copyman Rob Schneider, who portrays the resident bellboy who Kevin outsmarts at every turn. The movie puts Kevin
in a position to grow up a little faster.
But the movie goes into overdrive when
Kevin confronts the Bandits in his uncle's
abandoned brownstone on the upper west
side. From flying bricks to burning rope,
Kevin uses his wits to outsmart the criminals,
who seem to have a combined IQ of 50.
In all, Home Alone 2: Lost In New
York is a good family film, and it does take
your mind off real problems for two hours.
It will make you laugh, and you don't really need to see the original to understand
it. On the other hand, why not see the original. After all, it is the same thing, and it's
cheaper than $7.50.
Rated PG-Violence, One Harsh Word
Running Time: 1 hour, 53 minutes
** 1/2 stars—Add 1/2 star if you either came
1 hour late or never
saw the original.

Eddie Murphy's "Gentleman" Is Very "Un-Distinguished"
By D. Clarke
Reporter

Actor-Comedian Eddie Murphy's character in Touchstones' The Distinguished
Gentleman might cause great discomfort to
those who became acquainted with Murphy
during his controversial early films such as
"Eddie Murphy Delirious," "48 hrs" and
"Eddie Murphy-RAW." The indelible impression that he made as a comedy artist
during the onset of his career makes this film
a letdown to all those who are looking for
another hilarious Murphy movie. But, if you
arc looking for a drawn out parody with
some cute antics, then this might be your
kind of film.
The film, directed by My Cousin Vinny's
Johnathan Lynn, co-stars Roc's Charles
Dutton and Sheryl Lee Ralph. It had lots of
merit as a screenplay, but seemed awkward
in the hands of the multi-talented star.
Murphy almost stretched his boundaries too
far and therefore let down his dedicated fans
in the process.
Screenwriter Marty Kaplan has produced
a very convincing screenplay that definitely
shows how fiction imitates life. Kaplan did
a tremendous job of exposing the ongoing

Eddie Murphy, star of The Distinguished Gentleman, cons his way to power
in a "predictable" plot.
problems in the Congress and in Washington D.C., while also giving way to some
entertaining comic relief. But, unfortunately, there was not enough balance on the
side of comedy. In short, the plot was

simple and predictable.
The story begins on a weak foundation
when Thomas Jefferson Johnson (Murphy)
wins an election as a Florida congressman
just on name association to a "legitimate"

politician who died while in office. The
political follies continue after he's elected.
And, even though no pies are thrown and
no congressman slip on banana peels, this
is a rather slapstick movie.
Kaplan is able to save face by loading the
script with action and dialogue that probably
parallel the actual "flim-flam" he saw taking
place on Capitol Hill. Kaplan, a former
speech-writer for once Presidential candidate
Walter Mondale, was able to monitor the "big
wigs" just long enough to create his script.
Ironically, and unfortunately, Murphy's
film was accepted by many mainstream critics as being a "light, classy comedy." The
fact that mainstream critics have embraced
Murphy is not a good sign for an actor that,
in the past, was known to be so outrageous
and offensive that critics didn't know
whether to love him or hate him. His new,
more commercial profile might be the first
indication that he is losing his cutting edge.
"The Distinguished Gentleman" is another angle to the antics of an everyday conman. However, this time its being approached by a con-man who wants to con
the system that cons America. Let's hope
Murphy didn't wind up conning himself.

PANDORAS BOX

Page 6

December, 1992

"Salute To Diversity" Brings Cultural Groups Together
Continued from page 1.
lections from the Reverend Charles Norris,
Jr., who sang "Make Us One." From there,
a Chinese Fan Dance was performed by the
Chang Lee Sisters, who came on behalf of
United To Serve America. The group was
glad to perform and felt that any assistance
they gave would help open the doors to different cultures.
The Asian contribution continued with a
trio of Japanese singers. They performed
two songs. First they did a lullaby about a
young child growing up and the mistakes
they correct along the way.
Then they offered a love song which told
the story of a couple and the times they spent
together at the park or at the beach.
The Japanese singers were followed by
the Senior Citizens Choir of Queens. This
group sang a selections of Christmas jingles
and other songs.
The Choir was followed by Inspirations.
They sang "/ love you just the way you are."
This is an original piece written by York
student Kenny Cutts.
The trio was then followed by an Indian
fashion show. This show was a collaborative effort between the York and Queens
College Guyanese Clubs. The fashions featured a variety of styles and combinations
from the Indian region. Elizabeth Ramwhar
from the Queens College Guyanese Club
was the presenter of the fashion show.
"The fashions would help the audience
gain a better perspective of (our) culture and
we would love to see more shows like this

one in the future," said Ramwhar. "We, as
people, should get to know more about each
other and a show like this gives one the perfect opportunity to learn about others."
Justine Cox, a senior majoring in African-American studies presented the audience with a slave narrative poem. The content of the poem basically captured the essence of Black people and the struggle that
they endured.
Another Poetic reading was performed
by Reginald Nelson, a member of the Haitian Club at York College.
"The poem was about the lies, truths, the
pride and the nationality of the Haitian
people," said Nelson. "Most of the time it
is important to know about the problems and
the oppression that people experience
around the world. This poem brings out the
problems that all people face and the solutions that we can achieve."
The Stanley Bates Dance Theater performed a dance rendition of "Wade in the
Water." Choreographed by Bates, the original presentation is performed in six parts.
But due to the lack of time, only two were
performed.
Bates chose this piece as a tribute to the
late Alvin Ailey. The company, based in
Queens, has been in existence for over
twelve years.
"This dance is spirituality, and spirituality is featured in all cultures, regardless of
religion," said Antoinette Martin, a member of the dance theater.
Christopher Pierre and Marie Christine

Kwanzaa Gets A Reprieve
Continued from page 1.
Kwanzaa feast, which was free.
"I thought it was ingenious for them to
decide to help us students out," said Desiree
Hopkinson, a senior Biology major. "Especially to provide us with food and shelter
for a few hours — Great idea!"
Some of the students stayed to specifically show their support for the Kwanzaa
celebration.
"I was planning on setting up and helping with the Kwanzaa event," said Jamal
Baksh, president of the Multicultural Club.
"I support this and any other cultural activity on campus, regardless of ethnicity. It's
what multiculturalism is all about."
Sitting at another table were Stacie
Caven, Beatrice Mills, Frankee Davis, Chris
Diaz, and Dean Ray. They all agreed that
the day's fiasco was actually a blessing in
disguise.
"I liken us to a family," said Dean Ray.
"In families, sometimes, things start out on
levels of dissention where we're not of all
the same accord. But how marvelous it is
that we can come together."

Caven whole-heartedly agreed. "This
should help us bond a little better," she said.
Mills declared that they were practicing
the seven principles of Kwanzaa without
even realizing it.
"The spirit of Kwanzaa is here right
now," said Mills. "We have Unity (Umoja),
we are Self-Determined (Kujichagulia), we
are Working Collectively and Sharing Responsibility (Ujima), we are Cooperating to
Build Our Community (Ujamaa), we have
a Purpose (Nia), we are Keeping the Faith
(Imani), and we are being very Creative
(Kuumba)."
Diaz felt the same way. "Although we
are a school with a diverse cultural population, I enjoy that the African diaspora can
come together in times of need and support
each other."
Everyone at the table agreed that the students who cooperated and supported each
other were to be thanked.
"I commend the students," said Frances
Davis. "Without question, this is York College at its best."

Happy
Kwanzaa

"Gigi" Constant of the Haitian Club presented three dancers on the clubs behalf.
They performed a modern dance from their
homeland.
The dancers, Myrlande Clermont,
Michele Dessigiour, and Magdala
Desgrottes choreographed their own steps
based on an old Haitian ritual.
The group stated that this event was important to all people of all cultures, and
would be happy to participate in any events
in the future.
The vocal group, "Voices For Christ"
then followed with the song "True Love."
The group, based in Rockaway, consists of
four choirs from the Queens area. Conductor Keith Hicks was pleased with the outcome of the ceremony and was grateful for
the chance to participate.
"It is good to have an audience of this
size," said Hicks. "But if just one person
comes to gain the message, then all is not
lost."
The choir was followed by the Mexican
Folklore Dance Company, who performed
an old ritual dance. They too expressed
similar sentiments in regard to the evening's
events.
Afterwards, various York and Queens
college students came together for an
American fashion expo.
The final performers was the group First
Impression.
The members, Eugene
Harding, Lee Love, Shareef McQueen (who
did not perform due to laryngitis), Lawrence
Macon, Bill (BJ) Wright, and Shawn Brown

(who was out due to other commitments)
performed two songs from the R&B vocal
group Boyz IIMen-"End Of The Road" and
"It's So Hard To Say Goodbye To Yesterday. "
"Tonight was the perfect opportunity to
not only meet different cultures, but for the
audience to meet our culture as well, and
gain something from it," said Harding.
"Those who could not understand us, felt us,
and that is our first impression." "We hope
to be able to participate in any other positive functions like this one in the future,"
he concluded.
The program ended with the audience
participating in singing "We Are The
World," which was lead by Mr. Love and
Ms. Caven.
"I believe that this is a first step to a long
road of positive relations between the
Multicultural Club and the students of York
College," said Frances Davis, YSG Evening
Vice-President.
Lisa A. Freeman, a senior majoring in
theater arts added, "Tonight's festivities
proved that the York student body can come
together for a positive event."
Jose Rivas-Cinque, a sophomore majoring in business also saw something positive
here. "This was good because it brought a
lot of clubs and people together," said
Cinque. "But as far as where do we take it
from here, the program lacked a lot of political consciousness. The attendance was
positive, but where do we take it
(multiculturalism) from here?"

"If you accept your oppression you can be sure that it
will increase... If you resist, you can be sure that things will
change." - Dr. Jeffries, April 30, 1992, Speech given at a
Political Science Club function.

REFUSE AND RESIST YOUR
OPPRESSION -- JOIN
POLI-SCI.

'*Those interested should conre to OUT Weekly meetings on
Tuesdays between 12-2 pm in Room 1M06 or 1G06A
anytime. One does not need to be a Political Science Major
to be a member. You can call us at (718) 262-2255.
YORK COLLEGE
POLITICAL SCIENCE CLUB OF YORK COLLEGE
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Storm Produces A York Miracle Education For All Wake Up People!
Continued from page 2.
other in the past. But today they talked
about the need for a school-wide PA system because they recognized that it could
save lives in an emergency. If everyone on
campus needed to receive information during a crisis, the current word-of-mouth communications system just wouldn't be effective enough.
They also discussed how they perceived
the attitude of many faculty, staff, and administrators towards students. "The Leaders" felt that, even though most of the administrators are deeply committed to the
students, some gave the impression of being distant.
"The Leaders" even had a conversation
about the cards/dominoes players who hang
out in the cafeteria and Atrium.
Although the issues were not new ones,
a fresh spin was put on them. This was not
because of who discussed them, or where
they were discussed, or even why the discussions took place. What made the issues
so much more alive than they had been in a
long time was the fact that honest dialogue
took place. Opposing forces actually lis-

tened to each other, and tried to find common ground on which to lay a foundation
for future communication.
At York College, as the world around it
washed away, a new aroma seemed to fill
the air. It wasn't the delectable smell of the
Kwanzaa feast being shared by students,
faculty, staff, administration, and security
guards. It wasn't the piercing scent of incense and oils emanating from the host of
vendors in the Atrium. The new aroma was
the fragrance of Rebirth and Rejuvenation.
Some may say that "The Leaders"
caught the Holiday Spirit. Kwanzaa, Christmas, Hanukkah — any one of them could
inspire a moment of peace. Others may say
that people tend to unite in times of despair.
Regardless of what caused their sudden
metamorphosis, what they hath brought together — let no storm put asunder.
Sincerely,

Allah Dorsey
English Major

Continued from page 2.
their findings in such a way that students can
understand those findings.
Could you imagine what would happen
if all the other departments at York decided
to close their disciplines because of a lack
of space or any other silly argument? Political Science Club, C.O.P.S., Students For
Change, here is a real issue to look at.

Sincerely,

John Crow Alexander
English Major

Happy
Chanuka!

Continued from page 2.
rican dances, but it was a very serious and
emotional film. Yet, I heard Black individuals in the audience laughing as if the movie
was a comedy. Why?
Why must my people portray the role and
stereotype given to us by the white "devils" of Malcolm X's time, or the white police of South Africa, and perhaps some of
the white people of present-day America as
well?
Why must we act as though we are the
wild savages and uncivilized animals with
no self-control and little respect for each
other?
I'm not anti-white, but pro-Black. Sometimes it is difficult to determine.who is
worse—the White Devil or the Ignorant
Black man. I am pleading with my people-no with all people. Please WAKE UP!
PLEASE!
Thank You,

Shawn Jones

JENILLE'S RESTAURANT AND
THE BAMBOO LOUNGE
(Rated #1 In Queens by a Leading Food Critic)
Restaurant (718) 657-8640
Lounge (718) 659-9111
THE RESTAURANT
Daily Lunch Specials
Mon. To Fri. 11 -2p.m.
• Lunch special extended to 4pm for
York Students with ID.
JAMAICAN MENU
Jerk Chicken • Brown Stewed Chicken • Escoveitched Fish
Curry Chicken • Brown Stewed Fish • Steamed Fish
Steak • Stew Beef • Curried Goat • Cow Foot • Oxtail
Pepper Steak • Shrimp • Lobster
SOUP
Beef, Cow Cod, Red Pea, Gugo, Goat Head
CHINESE MENU
Beef with Broccoli
Sweet and Sour Chicken
Chop Suey • Fried Rice • Lo Mein
RESTAURANT HOURS
MONDAY - THRU SATURDAY 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM
SUNDAY 12:00-9:00 PM
LOUNGE HOURS
HAPPY HOUR: Mon. - Fri 4:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Free Hors D'oeuvres
Satellite Dish On Premises
Sunday - Saturday
12 Noon - Until...

)npon
Would like to" wish each and everyone
fyappy, healthy, prosperous and

Thank you for your continued
support .and, patronage.
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In Salute To Diversity - Six Young Men Make A Vocal First Impression
By Janelle Rollins
Reporter
It is Friday, December 4. In the Atrium
of York College, a capacity crowd anxiously
awaits the commencement of "A Salute To
Diversity"—a cultural evening of music,
fashion and dance sponsored by the
Multicultural Club. Slated to perform on the
show is First Impression, an up-and-coming musical group of young African Americans.
As they huddle backstage, awaiting the
arrival of the sixth member, patience within
the group seems to run thin. The group has
already faced a few minor setbacks. Just
hours before their performance, Shareef
McQueen temporarily lost his voice to laryngitis. Meanwhile, Bill White struggles
desperately to resist a hoarseness that is
creeping into his voice.
Yet, in a show of unity, First Impression,
led by Bill White (better known as B.J.),
joins hands, bows their heads in prayer, and
thanks the Lord for their gifts of singing.
"Without Him we can do nothing," confesses BJ.
In October of 1991, Bill White and
Shareef McQueen, along with three other
students at York (Don Adams, Lee Love,
and Eugene Harding), came together and
formed a musical group. They had called
themselves "Unity." But, after realizing that
the name Unity had been claimed by another
group, they changed their name to "Simple
Pleasure."
This too was already the name of an existing group. Eugene reflected on how the
group finally came up with a name of its
own.
"We always had a problem letting the
audience know what we wanted our first
impression to be," says Eugene. "I figured
our first impression should be our best and
that's through our voices." And so the
group began calling themselves First Impression.
Just as they intended, First Impression's
debut performance was indeed impressive.
They received overwhelming audience response for their rendition of "It's So Hard
To Say Goodbye To Yesterday," by Boyz
II Men, at a contest sponsored by Spirit
Magazine of York College on November 4,
1991.
With the strength and confidence gained
from this First performance, the group went
on to impress audiences at Westbury and
Adelphi Universities respectively. During
the Christmas season of the same year, First
was doing paid gigs at least once a week.
But education is more important to the
members of this group than current monetary rewards. In the spring semester of
1992, the performance sabated. The groups
last performance with the original members
was at the G.Q. Fashion Club's Fashion
Show on April 10, 1992. Don Adams then
graduated and went on to continue his education in medical school. This prohibited
him from continuing with the group.
Over the summer, the group enlisted
Shawn Brown and Lawrence Macon. First
Impression was given the honor to perform
at the Presidential Inauguration at York on
October 2.
"We have received a lot of support from
the York College community," says B.J.

"They are like a family. It's always good
to start at home where you have your friends
and family to support you."
Each member of the group has a different voice range and style. But together their
voices have an unique sound. Their personalities seem to click as well.
Bill White, 24, is a resident of Hollis,
Queens and has been a student at York for
three semesters. He majors in Education.
At the age of seven, BJ. discovered his
"God-given talent" while singing in the
Mount Olivet Baptist Church choir. With a
voice ranging from baritone to tenor, he
leads songs in church and sings in many talent shows. B.J. also plays piano and writes
lyrics. He has written three songs for First
Impressions, and gives credit to Michael
Jackson for his musical inspiration.
B.J. intends to get his degree in education before he focuses primarily on singing.
"I plan to teach in a Junior High School,
then pursue my music career," B.J. reveals.
"Right now it's difficult for me to pursue
both at the same time. So graduating is my
primary concern."
Eugene Harding brings not only a voice
range from baritone to bass to the group, but
also provides comic relief. He has been attending York College for four semesters and
is majoring in Business Administration.
Eugene lives on Long Island.
Stevie Wonder originally inspired Eugene, as did New Edition. His parents are
supportive of his musical aspirations, but
only under the condition that it does not interfere with his education.
"My original plan after graduation was
to go to law school," says Eugene, "But
now I want to pursue a career in Banking
and Investment. School is first and foremost. Music will be my minor."
According to Bill, a business major is
suitable for Eugene because he usually arranges the group's performances, and occasionally handles their transportation. He
even manages to get them a limo ride from
time to time.
Lee Love is the oldest in the group. Although short in stature, this 31 year-old has
a tenor voice that bellows to the back of the
audience while blending smoothly with the
other voices of the group. Lee lives in
Brooklyn, and spends a lot of time at York
writing, rehearsing and performing with the
group. His love for music began at the age
of three when he started singing in church.
Music is now his primary goal.
Lee does not read music, but he plays the
piano and writes his own lyrics and music.
Lee's favorite musical performer is Stevie
Wonder. Yet, he patterns his voice after
female singers.
"Female singers have a higher voice
range," says Lee. "So, by my striving for
that [range], it makes my voice stronger.
Still, I may not ever reach a Pattie Labelle
note."
Lee is working with song writer and producer Herb Middleton, who, according to
Lee, has produced songs for Bobby Brown
and rap artist Yo-Yo, to name a few.
"We [First Impression] are preparing
demo tapes for him to send to other celebrities," says Lee.
When Lee is not working, he is singing
and writing lyrics, which he confesses is
"my life." Lee gives his mother the credit

for everything that he knows.
"I believe the gift was handed down by
God to her, and from her to me," says Lee.
His mother, the Rev. Dr. Marie Robinson,
is his number one inspiration.
Shareef McQueen, who has recently
turned 20 years-old, is the youngest of the
group. He has been attending York for four
semesters and majors in Social Work.
Shareef lives in Brooklyn. He started singing at the age of seven. His first solo performance was in high school where he sang
"Here and Now" by his inspirational artist,
Luther Vandross.
"I was nervous, but I got through,"
Shareef remembers. "My schoolmates began calling me Luther."
Shareef also admires Boyz II Men, especially for their "tight harmony." Recently
Shareef started writing lyrics and has already completed three songs.
Shawn Brown, who is 23 and lives in
Queens, does not attend York. He plans to
go to Pace University to pursue a career in
finance during the fall semester. Shawn
took a break from school after he received
his stockbrokers license from New York
Institute of Finance.
Shawn started singing at the age of 13 in
the male choir at Mt. Moriah Church in
Queens. His voice ranges from tenor to soprano, but in the group he usually sings the
higher range. According to Shawn himself,
he has written and recorded four songs. All
of them pertain to "love and lifestyles."
"I plan on singing professionally with the
group, solo, and with other artists," revealed
Shawn, who is inspired by Stevie Wonder
and Earth, Wind, and Fire. Shawn's parents and girlfriend have been particularly
supportive of him.
Lawrence Macon is 30-years old. He was
born and raised in Nashville Tennessee. In
1980, he moved to Queens, N.Y. and is now
married with two children. He is a nonmatriculated freshman at York and plans to
major in Psychology sometime in the future.
Lawrence started singing at the age of
seven at Zion Baptist Church in Tennessee.
He sang his first solo while standing on a
milk carton, which enabled him to reach the

microphone. Lawrence has a soft tenor
voice. For the past fourteen years, he has
written over 100 love songs.
Lawrence is inspired by the older singers.
"When I was growing up, the Temptations and Luther Vandross inspired me,"
says Lawrence. "Today, almost everything
is sampled."
Lawrence admits that his parents were
very supportive and influential.
"My father started me with drums, and
now I'm a professional drummer by trade,"
says Lawrence.
Spending time with his wife and kids,
writing poems and lyrics, and attending
school leaves Lawrence with little leisure
time. Like all the other members of the
group, Lawrence's main focus is his education.
These six talented African-American
brothers all appreciate the value of getting
a college degree before concentrating on
their music careers. First Impression is budding into stardom. They have the desire,
discipline, and determination to succeed
professionally in the music business.
As a group, they practice whenever they
get a chance—be it in the cafeteria or behind a stair case.
"We are going to help each other," says
Eugene. "The more we sing together, the
better we are getting."
When they were asked to sing for "A
Tribute To Diversity" on December 4, they
were delighted. Into the late hours of the
previous nights, they rehearsed and prepared
for this event. Unfortunately, only four
members were able to perform.
However, First Impression still shined.
The group left the audience enthralled. They
sang two songs: "End of the Road," and,
"It's so hard to Say Goodbye to Yesterday,"
by Boyz II Men.
First Impression believes that the messages of these songs hit home with all races
and cultures that comprised the audience.
"Even those who didn't understand us,
felt us," says Eugene. "That's our point—
that's our first impression."

